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Remembering “Flash” Elorde

Today marks the birth of the former Filipino champion Gabriel Elorde, who made 78 years, was
born in Bogo, Cebu, Philippines.

One of the leading boxing references of his country, he was the World Boxing Association, and
the WBC champion. He maintained his champion status for seven years, and became one of
the oldest boxing champions. Elorde was very fast left-handed boxer, who made everyone love
all his boxing styles, but above all for his devotion.

He turned pro at the age of 16, in 1951 and a year later he became national champion. In 1960
he gave his country the Super Featherweight championship. Elorde was 25 years old.

Elorde made ten successful title defenses, until he lost on June 15, 1967 when with Yoshiaki
Numata, in Japan. This was the end of his reign of seven years and three months. When he
retired he had a record of 88-27, 33 KO's.

Elorde became the first Asian boxer to be inducted in the Boxing Hall of Fame. The award
Gabriel “Flash” Elorde is given in Philippines since the year 2000.

He died at the age of 49 as a result of pulmonary failure.

In his memory, the WBA created the Super Championship Belt for those champions who make
five successful title defenses.

“He was a very popular figure his time, known for his humility and devotion to the Filipino
people. Today we see many great Filipino boxers in the US, and | have no doubt that Elorde
planted that seed. | did not meet him, but | was able to spend some time with his beautiful
family Left a great legacy," said Gilberto Jesus Mendoza, Vice President of the WBA.

Recordando a “Flash” Elorde

Hoy se conmemora el nacimiento del ex campeon filipino Gabriel Elorde, quien hace 78 afios
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nacié en Bogo, Cebu, Filipinas.

Una de las mas grandes referencias del boxeo de su pais, fue campedn de la Asociacion
Mundial de Boxeo, y también del CMB. Mantuvo su condicién por siete afios, y se convirtio en
uno de los pugiles mas longevos como monarca de una division. Veloz, zurdo y movedizo,
Elorde enamoré a todos de su estilo de boxeo pero sobre todo por su entrega.

Debutd en el profesional a los 16 afios de edad, en 1951, y a la vuelta de un afio se convertia
en campeon nacional en su pais. En 1960 le regalaba a su pais un titulo mundial del peso
super pluma. Elorde contaba entonces con 25 afios.

Elorde hizo diez defensas positivas de sus cinturones, hasta el 15 de junio de 1967 cuando
perdi6é ante Yoshiaki Numata, en Japéon. Fue el fin de un reinado de siete afios y tres meses.

A su retiro dej6 88 triunfos en su registro personal, con 33 por KO y 27 derrotas.

Elorde se convirti6é en el primer asiatico en ser inducido al Salén de la Fama del Boxeo. Desde
el aflo 2000 se hace entrega del premio Gabriel “Flash” Elorde a los mejores boxeadores de
Filipinas.

Murio a los 49 afios a consecuencia de una insuficiencia pulmonar.

En su memoria, la AMB cre6 la Super Faja Gabriel Elorde en su nombre, para los ganadores de
mas cinco defensas de su division.

“En su época era una figura popular reconocida por su humildad y entrega al pueblo filipino.
Hoy vemos muchos grandes boxeadores de este pais brillando en los Estados Unidos, no me
cabe la menor duda, que Elorde sembro la semilla. No pude conocerlo pero comparti con su
bella familia. Dejo un gran legado”, puntualizé Gilberto Jesus Mendoza, vicepresidente de la
AMB.
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